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MARI NE CORPS ORDER 5060. 19B

From Conmmandant of the Marine Corps
To: Di stribution List

Subj: AWARD OF THE TI TLE HONORARY MARI NE

Ref:  (a) SECNAVI NST 5061.12C
(b) MCO 12451.2C

1. Situation. The Honorary Marine title is designed to
reinforce the special bond between the Anerican people and the
Corps by recognizing individuals in the civilian comunity who
have nmade extraordinary contributions to the Marine Corps. This
Order establishes revised eligibility requirenments and nom nati ng
procedures for award of the title Honorary Marine, and conplies
with the provisions and policies established by the references.
Ref erence (a) provides information concerning honorary awards to
private citizens and organi zati ons. Reference (b) provides

i nformati on and procedures for adm nistration of the Honorary
Awards Program for civilian enployees of the Marine Corps.

2. Cancel | ati on. MCO 5060. 19A.

3. Mssion. To promulgate revised guidance for eligibility
consi derations and nom nation procedures for award of the title
Honorary Mari ne.

4. Execution

a. Commander's Intent and Concept of Operations

(1) Commander’s | ntent

(a) To appropriately recognize individuals who have
di stingui shed thensel ves t hrough noteworthy service or support to
the Marine Corps. The title Marine is a revered designation that
affords a special distinction to those who earn it. Therefore,
Honorary Marine nom nations nust be discerning and objective.

(b) The title Honorary Marine should not be given
merely to reward or foster friendships. Rather, it should be
based on service and support to the Marine Corps that clearly
surpasses the norm Qher significant service to the Mrine
Cor ps shoul d be handl ed t hrough ot her award opti ons.
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(c) The Commandant of the Marine Corps (CMC) can
officially designate an individual as an Honorary Marine to
acknow edge extraordinary contributions to the Marine Corps.

(2) Concept of Operations

(a) Commandi ng generals, commandi ng officers, and
of ficers-in-charge are authorized to nom nate individuals deened
deserving of the title Honorary Mari ne.

(b) Al nom nations nust be endorsed by a general
officer within their chain of command. By direction signatures
will not be accepted in |lieu of general officer signatures.

(c) Retired general officers nmay submt nom nations.

b. Subordi nate El ement M ssi ons

(1) Honorary Marine nomnations will be submtted to the
CMC (PA). The Director of Public Affairs is the central
coordinating authority for all requests.

(2) Director of Public Affairs wll determ ne
appropri ateness and staff all proposals to an awards board
consisting of the principals fromDC M&RA, DC PP&O, DC P&R, SJA,
PA, CMC Counsel, and the Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps. The
Awards Board will nmake its recommendation and forward to the
ACMC. The CMC will make the final decision.

(3) Honorary Marine nom nations require extensive
staffing at HQMC, decisions are not normally made before 45 days
after receipt of the nom nation. Decisions prior to this 45-day
timeframe will be CMC-directed. To receive CMC-directed status,
a general officer nust contact the CMC directly for endorsenent,
t hus bypassing normal staffing procedures.

(4) Per reference (a), under no circunstances wl |
i ndi vi dual s be advi sed that they are under consideration for
award of the title Honorary Marine, nor will a nom nating or
endorsing official anticipate approval of a nom nation by setting
a presentation date in advance of final action.

c. Coordinating Instructions

(1) An individual may be designated an Honorary Marine
only under certain circunstances. Qualifying criteria includes:

(a) Aterminally ill child that has sone uni que or
qualifying link to the mlitary or the Marine Corps.

(b) An individual who has given extraordi nary service
or support to the Marine Corps, and for whom any | esser form of
recognition would be insufficient.
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(c) Deceased individuals whose actions or
contributions on behalf of the Marine Corps would have nerited
consi deration before their death

(2) Honorary Marine nom nations should be nmade on an
exceptional basis and should not be used just to show
appreciation, as a group award, or in recognition of official or
contracted duti es.

(3) There are other appropriate fornms of recognition for
i ndi vi dual s who support or serve the Marine Corps on a | evel that
is below the extraordinary.

(a) Public Service awards are avail able to recognize
an individual’s service. These nom nations should be nmade
directly to the staffing agency prescribed in the references.

(b) For certain groups or individuals who have
provided a one-time contribution to the Marine Corps, CMC |letters
of appreciation are an option that may be appropriate.

(c) Commanders desiring to recognize civilian
enpl oyees who perform extraordi nary service for the Mrine Corps
are encouraged to pursue appropriate civilian recognition awards
as prescribed in reference (b).

5. Adninistration and Loqi stics

a. Commanders are directed to use the provisions of this
Order for Honorary Marine nom nations. Nom nations nmay be nade
in standard naval letter format with forwardi ng endorsenments from
the originator's chain of command.

b. Subm ssions that do not conply with the provisions and
criteria of this Order will not be processed.

c. Individuals designated as an Honorary Marine or who
receive other official recognition will be informed that this
recognition carries no entitlenment to pay or benefits.

6. Command and Si gnal

a. Signal. This Oder is effective 23 Jun 2003.
b. Command. This Order is applicable to the Marine Corps

Tot al Force. \A"

M. W. Hagee
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